e BB\
AGRICUELURE |:53)%
( :

TENNESSEE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
CENTRAL OFFICE
CORNERSTONE SQUARE BUILDING, SUITE 305
530 CHURCH STREET
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0745
(615) 741-5825 FAX (615) 253-1886
www.state.tn.us/humanrights

March 24, 2006
Board of Commissioner’s Meeting

Minutes
Commissioner’s Present: Commissioner’s Absent:
Commissioner Hakeem (via Phone) Commissioner Garrett
Commissioner Hodge Commissioner Jones
Commissioner Horne(via Phone) Commissioner Kyles
Commissioner Pierce Commissioner Walker
Commissioner Pride (via Phone)
Commissioner Rogers
Commissioner Starling
Commissioner Smith (via Phone)
Commissioner Todd (via Phone)
Chairman Wiggins
Staff Present: Guests: None
Antonio Adams, Deputy Director Roy Rogers

Shay Rose, General Counsel

Cynthia Howard, Communications Officer
Francisco Guzman, Special Projects Coordinator
Lisa Lancaster, Executive Director’s Assistant

Call to Order & Invocation
Chairman Wiggins called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. Commissioner Starling offered
the invocation.

Minutes & Roll Call

The minutes of the January 27, 2006 board meeting were reviewed. Commissioner
Hakeem made a motion to accept the minutes. Commissioner Pierce seconded the
motion. A vote was taken and passed.

Chairman Wiggins noted that because a physical quorum was not present, a determination
of necessity existed for a quorum of members to participate by means of teleconferencing
because the commission would be conducting a vote regarding the 06-07 proposed
budget.



Announcements
Deputy Director, Antonio Adams, noted that Executive Director, Amber Gooding was
unable to attend the meeting due to being out of town to attend a funeral.

Communications Report
Communications Officer, Cynthia Howard, presented an overview of the 2004-2005 Annual
Report and presented copies to those present.

Special Projects Coordinator, Francisco Guzman, outlined the Hispanic Outreach activities
taking place in the Hispanic community. It was noted that since the programs inception the
agency has received 8 new housing complaints, 3 new employment complaints and
possibly 4 more housing complaints that can be directly attributed to this outreach effort.

The question was raised as to the issues the Hispanic Community has with relation to
discrimination. The main issue noted was trust, followed by pay issues.

It was announced that THRC would be partnering with the Nashville Hispanic Chamber to
conduct 4 forums over the next several weeks that will include the subjects of Labor pay,
Banking, Real Estate and a final forum for Business Owners. The commission requested
that notification of the dates of the forums be made available to Board members when
scheduling is complete.

Commissioner Rogers made a motion to accept the communications report. Commissioner
Hodge seconded the motion.

Employment Case Report

Deputy Director Antonio Adams reported on the employment cases (report attached) Sixty-
three cases have been closed since the January Board meeting with the average
processing age being 172 days.

It was noted that the amount paid to THRC for dual filed employment cases will increase
from $500 per case to $540 and that THRC has received approval to be compensated for
intake processing in the amount of $50 per case.

It was announced that employment investigators and intake staff would receive advanced
skills training from EEOC over the next couple of months. The commission members
requested the opportunity to participate in the training and asked for notification of training
dates.

Commissioner Pierce made a motion to accept the Employment report. Commissioner
Starling seconded the motion.

Budget & Audit Committee Report

Chairman of the Budget & Audit committee, Commissioner Hakeem reported on the March
17, 2006 committee meeting and provided copies of the 06-07 budget to the commission
members for review and a vote to be taken later in the meeting.

It was noted that the agency is having difficulty drawing down HUD funds for case
processing. Hopefully this problem will be resolved in the near future.



The subject of the rental of the current location of the commission was addressed. A
statement from F & A was read which informed the commission that the Master lease
shared with Post Conviction Defenders will expire on June 30, 2008 and that the
advertisement process would begin in late 2007. It was recommended that the 2 agencies
advertise separately.

Commissioner Starling made a motion to accept the report. Commissioner Pierce
seconded the motion.

Housing Case Report

In the absence of Housing Director, Robert Bright, Deputy Director, Antonio Adams
reported on the housing cases. (report attached) Five housing cases have been closed
since the last reporting and race is still the number one bases for housing complaints
received.

Commissioner Rogers made a motion to accept the report. Commissioner Hodge
seconded the motion.

Cause Case Report/Legislative Update

Shay Rose, General Counsel updated the Board on cause cases. The 7 employment and
17 housing cases, and 8 Pre-cause cases reported covered race, disability, age, religious
and regarded as disabled discrimination, familial status, unlawful eviction and breach of
conciliation.

It was noted that the commission was asked to provide a Fiscal comment on HB 2863
which would amend T.C.A.49-5-507 to include teachers being discriminated due to age
over 40. The vote on this amendment has been rolled for 2 weeks.

Also HB 2941 would amend T.C.A 36-1-113(c) Regarding termination of parental rights. It
was noted that this bill has no fiscal impact on THRC.

Commissioner Hodge made a motion to accept the cause case report and the legislative
update. Commissioner Horne seconded the motion.

Budget Vote
Chairman Hakeem recommended that the commission accept the 06-07 Budget as

presented. A roll call vote was taken. Hakeem-Yes, Hodge-Yes, Horne-Yes, Pierce-Yes,
Pride-Yes, Rogers-Yes, Smith-Yes, Starling-Yes, Wiggins-Yes.

Chairman Wiggins introduced newly appointed Commissioner A.J. Starling to the board.
He gave a brief introduction of himself. The board offered a welcome.

Commissioner Pierce noted that the bylaws committee was reviewing materials and would
update the commission very soon.

With no further business to address, Chairman Wiggins thanked the board and adjourned
the meeting at 10:00 am.
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